
  

 

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
December 24, 2011 

Eleven o’clock 
 

CANDLELIGHT COMMUNION SERVICE  

THE GATHERING 

The service of worship begins with the prelude; quiet is requested as you enter 
the sanctuary and prepare for worship.  Those parts of the Service of Worship in 
which the congregation participates in word or song are noted in bold type. 

                    * Please stand as you are able. 

 
PRELUDE                  An Advent Prelude                     Charles Callahan 
                                        Berceuse-paraphrase                           George Baker 
                                   Fantasia on “Greensleeves”   Ralph Vaughan Williams 

        RICK DOLAN AND CAROLINA ZULUAGA, VIOLINS 

* HYMN 41                  O Come, All Ye Faithful    Adeste Fideles 

* CALL TO WORSHIP      

Leader: O sing to the LORD a new song; sing to the LORD, all the 
earth! 

People: Sing to the LORD, bless his name; tell of his salvation from 
day to day.  

Leader: Declare his glory among the nations, his marvelous works 
among all the peoples! 

People: For great is the LORD, and greatly to be praised! 

Leader: Sing for joy before the LORD, for he comes, for he comes to 
judge the earth. 

People: He will judge the world with righteousness, and the peoples 
with truth. 



  

 

INTROIT      Ding-dong, ding: Ding-a-dong-a-ding    ‘Piae Cantones’ (1582) 

Up! good Christen folk, and listen 
How the merry church bells ring, 
And from steeple bid good people 
Come adore the new-born King: 

Tell the story how from glory 
God came down at Christmas-tide, 
Bringing gladness, chasing sadness, 
Showering blessings far and wide, 
Born of mother, blest o'er other, 

Ex Maria Virgine, 
In a stable ('tis no fable), 
Christus natus hodie. 

WORDS BY G R WOODWARD 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS            

CALL TO CONFESSION 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

Great and gracious God, we look for you in the wrong places.  In 
spite of what happened at Bethlehem, we still expect to find you 
among the successful and self-assured.  We forget that you came 
in humility.  We long for your justice, but we look for you to 
impose your will by force rather than through love.  We are 
confused, because your ways are not our ways and your brand of 
foolishness outglories everything else in the universe.  Most 
wonderful God, break through the barriers we put up and fill us 
with your forgiving and rehabilitating mercy.  May the spirit of 
Christmas breathe into us your healing that makes all things 
new.  In the name of Jesus Christ we pray. 

PRAYERS OF SILENT AND INDIVIDUAL CONFESSION 

WORDS OF ASSURANCE 

Leader: Friends, believe and proclaim the Good News: in Jesus 
Christ, love breaks through hatred, hope breaks through 
despair, life breaks through death. 

People: In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven, loved, and set free.  
Thanks be to God!  Amen. 



  

 

LIGHTING OF THE CHRIST CANDLE  
Peter Bigler, Martha Dawson, Katie Bigler, Lauren Bigler 

* CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE (all sing)              Hymnal No. 23 

“Glo - - ria in Excelsis Deo”   

* EXCHANGE OF PEACE 

 Leader: The angel announced good news of great joy for all the 
 people: the birth of a Savior, Christ the Lord,  
 proclaiming peace on earth and good will to all. 

 People: The peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 

(Exchange Signs of Reconciliation and the Peace of Christ with your 
neighbor - e.g., “The Peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you.”  

Response - “And also with you.” ) 

* HYMN 44     O Little Town of Bethlehem                       St. Louis 

THE WORD 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 

FIRST LESSON            Isaiah 62:6-12 

ANTHEM    Sussex Carol                 Arr. David Wilcocks 
On Christmas night all Christians sing, To hear the news the angels bring; 
News of great joy, news of great mirth, News of our merciful King’s birth. 

Then why should men on earth be sad, Since our Redeemer made us glad: 
When from our sin He set us free, All for to gain our liberty. 

When sin departs before Your grace, Then life and health come in its place; 
Angels and men with joy may sing, All for to see the newborn King. 

All out of darkness we have light Which made the angels sing this night; 
 “Glory to God and peace to men, Now and forevermore. Amen.” 

SECOND LESSON   Luke 2:8-20 

SERMON              “A Gift to Treasure”         Rev. Richard S. Hong 



  

 

OFFERTORY                            What Sweeter Music                          John Rutter 

What sweeter music can we bring Than a carol, for to sing 
The birth of this our heavenly King? Awake the voice! Awake the string! 
Dark and dull night, fly hence away, And give the honor to this day, 
That sees December turned to May. 
 
Why does the chilling winter’s morn Smile, like a field beset with corn? 
Or smell like a meadow newly-shorn, 
Thus, on the sudden? Come and see The cause, why things thus fragrant be: 
‘Tis He is born, whose quickening birth Gives life and luster, public mirth, 
To heaven, and the under-earth. 
 
We see him come, and know him ours, Who, with his sunshine and his flowers, 
Turns all the patient ground to flowers. 
The darling of the world is come, And fit it is, we find a room 
To welcome him. The nobler part Of all the house here, is the heart. 
 
Which we will give him; and bequeath This holly, and this ivy wreath, 
To do him honour, who’s our King, And Lord of all this revelling.  
 

* THE DOXOLOGY                       Old Hundredth 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise God all creatures here below.   
Praise God above, ye heavenly host.  
Creator, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

PASTORAL PRAYER 

THE CELEBRATION OF THE LORD’S SUPPER 

THE INVITATION 

THE GREAT PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
Pastor:  The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
Pastor:  Lift up your hearts. 
People: We lift them to the Lord. 
Pastor:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
Pastor:  Eternal and ever-living God...    
   . . . who forever sing to the glory of your name: 



  

 

SANCTUS 581 (choir and congregation)                                         Joseph Roff 

Pastor:  Holy God, in Your mercy . . . 

   . . . Let us proclaim the mystery of faith: 

People: Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again. 

Pastor: We take this bread and wine and joyfully celebrate this 
Holy Sacrament. ...  And now, with the confidence of the 
children of God, let us pray: 

People: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
  Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is  
  in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive 
  us our debts, as we forgive our debtors;  and lead us not 
  into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is  
  the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

THE SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER 

Listen! I am standing at the door, knocking; if you hear my voice and open the 
door, I will come in to you and eat with you, and you with me.—Revelation 3:20 

All who trust in Jesus Christ as their Lord and Savior are invited to 
participate in this celebration.   

BREAD:  To be taken individually, symbolic of your personal 
commitment to God through Jesus Christ. 

CUP:   Please wait until all are served, symbolic of our corporate 
belonging together in the body of Christ.  Grape juice is the 
fruit of the vine used in our celebration of the sacrament. 

COMMUNION ANTHEM       O Holy Night                 arr. Craig Courtney 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

As the hymn begins, the light from the Christ candle will be brought to the 
congregation. Please light your candle, and share your light with a neighbor.  

* HYMN 60              Silent Night, Holy Night                  Stille Nacht 
 Verses 1, 2, and 3 

After the singing of the hymn, there will be a period of silence, symbolizing 
the end of Advent as a time of waiting and expectancy. 



  

 

* EXTINGUISHING THE CANDLES 

* HYMN 40                     Joy to the World!                                   Antioch 

* BENEDICTION 

* CHORAL AMEN 

 
 *     *     *     *     * 

Please deposit extinguished candles in the boxes at the doors 
as you leave the Sanctuary. 

 
 *     *     *     *     * 

TONIGHT’S SCRIPTURE READINGS 

Isaiah 62:6-12 (NRSV) 
6 Upon your walls, O Jerusalem, I have posted sentinels; all day and all 

night they shall never be silent. You who remind the LORD, take no rest,  
7 and give him no rest until he establishes Jerusalem and makes it 
renowned throughout the earth.  8 The LORD has sworn by his right hand 
and by his mighty arm: I will not again give your grain to be food for your 
enemies, and foreigners shall not drink the wine for which you have 
labored;  9 but those who garner it shall eat it and praise the LORD, and 
those who gather it shall drink it in my holy courts.   

10 Go through, go through the gates, prepare the way for the people; 
build up, build up the highway, clear it of stones, lift up an ensign over the 
peoples.  11 The LORD has proclaimed to the end of the earth: Say to 
daughter Zion, "See, your salvation comes; his reward is with him, and his 
recompense before him."  12 They shall be called, "The Holy People, The 
Redeemed of the LORD"; and you shall be called, "Sought Out, A City 
Not Forsaken."   



  

 

 

Luke 2:8-20 (NRSV) 
8 In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch 

over their flock by night.  9 Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, 
and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified.   

10 But the angel said to them, "Do not be afraid; for see-- I am bringing 
you good news of great joy for all the people:  11 to you is born this day in 
the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord.  12 This will be a 
sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a 
manger."   

13 And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly 
host, praising God and saying,  14 "Glory to God in the highest heaven, and 
on earth peace among those whom he favors!"  15 When the angels had left 
them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, "Let us go 
now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord 
has made known to us."   

16 So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child 
lying in the manger.  17 When they saw this, they made known what had 
been told them about this child;  18 and all who heard it were amazed at 
what the shepherds told them.  19 But Mary treasured all these words and 
pondered them in her heart.  20 The shepherds returned, glorifying and 
praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them.  

 

*     *     *     *     * 



  

 

 
WELCOME TO OUR WORSHIP - If you are visiting for the first time, 
an especially cordial welcome is extended.  Because of the holiday, there 
is no Coffee and Conversation following the service.  We invite you to 
visit us again soon.  Our traditional choral worship is each Sunday at 
11:00 a.m.  Church school also takes place at 11:00 a.m. each Sunday, 
and child care is available in the Nursery.  Crossroads, our 
contemporary worship service, is held each Sunday at 5:30 p.m. in the 
Chapel.  (Note: Crossroads does not meet on December 25 or January 1.) 

On New Year’s Eve our indoor LABYRINTH will be open from 7:00 
p.m. until 11:00 p.m.  You are invited to explore this ancient spiritual 
practice and prepare for the New Year with a spiritual journey. 

More information about our programs, activities, and concerts is available 
on our Web site at www.englewoodpres.org. 

*     *     *     *     * 

OUR LAY ASSISTANT this evening is Marcy Steele. Marcy joined First 
Presbyterian Church in 1984, when she and her family moved to 
Englewood.  Marcy’s late husband, Jim Steele, served First Presbyterian as 
Senior Pastor until June 2003.  Marcy is currently serving as a member of 
the Session and of the Outreach and Mission Committees. With Diane 
Christian, Marcy is providing leadership for a Journey Group that meets 
monthly on Wednesday evenings.  Marcy enjoys singing in the Chancel 
Choir and has been active in the congregation’s work with Habitat for 
Humanity of Bergen County.  Marcy is recently retired from a career in 
higher education administration.  Marcy has two children, Kimberly and 
Ian, and two granddaughters, Brynn and Kyla Sanner. 
 
USHERS for tonight’s service are:   
 Raymond Fields, Capt.     Eddy Farrell  Ulah Fields 
        Carmen Llona Arlene Mattis 
 
COMMUNION SERVERS this evening are Richard Bennett, Andy Bello, 
Linda Moats, Robert Ryder, Ian Steele, and Lois Strauss.  


